
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Garden of via Ca’ Rosa 9 

 

The strip of lowland between the historic communities of Corticella and Beverara, dotted with colonial 

settlements and aristocratic residences, underwent a strong transformation between the second half of 

the 19th century, with the completion of the Bologna-Padua railway, and the second half of the 20th 

century, with the expansion of the ring road-highway axis. In this setting, still bearing signs of its farming 

past, we find the lavish garden of Via Cà Rosa together with an elegant 16th-century stately building, 

already depicted in Andrea Chiesa's map of 1740-42 with the name of the owners at the time, the noble 

Frate family, in later cartography flanked by the settlers' dwelling and in that of 1949 associated with the 

place name Stradelli. Today, the stylish mansion, renovated in the second half of the 19th century, retains 

a beautiful passing loggia and rooms frescoed in the turn-of-the-century style of the Aemila Ars.  

The garden is a magnificent ensemble of large tree specimens, enriched by many botanical collections 

that the owners have painstakingly and passionately assembled over time. Next to the driveway entrance 

are dozens of varieties of tree peonies, with some specimens being over 50 years old, while the pedestrian 

walkway is bordered by herbaceous peonies, bletillae (terricolous orchids) and about a hundred varieties 

of Hemerocalles. Surrounded by a lush evergreen hedge of Osmanthus aquifolium, the southern front is 

adorned by the white trunks of plane trees, the twisted foliage of a beautiful Sophora japonica pendulum 

and a row of linden trees. The garden's entrance area is dominated by very particular species of Euphorbia 

and beds of various types of grasses, whilst the lawn opposite the house façade contains expanses of 

herbaceous perennials (Hemerocallis, anemones, ligularias) and remarkable collections of hellebores. 

Continuing towards the eastern side of the garden, we come across multicoloured clusters of irises and an 

area dedicated to acidophilic plants with a luxuriant hedge of hydrangeas and a grove of camellias and 

rhododendrons that conceal access to an unusual orchard nursery, a veritable laboratory for reproduction 

and grafting experiments. A large part of the landscaped area is given over to magnolias, a true passion of 

the owner who has planted as many as 30 species. 

Guided by the lovely juxtapositions of Acanthus and grasses, varieties of Hosta and ferns, we reach a 

singular ensemble of Japanese maples on a soft carpet of Geranium. This section of the garden is 

dominated by a large cedar of Lebanon and two beautiful specimens of Davidia involucrata, the so-called 

handkerchief tree for its attractive white spring inflorescences. The northern front of the building is 

exalted by two large areas of shrubby rose garden around a well, and by a band of large boxwood spheres 

of various sizes towards the western border. Finally, in a central position, splendidly visible from all over 

the garden, a very old paulonia trunk stands out like a sculpture, supporting the vigorous climbing Paul's 

Himalayan Musk rose, with its spectacular summer flowering characterised by clusters of small light pink 

flowers. At the bottom of the garden, a small gate opens onto a very rich collection of more than 500 

different varieties of Iris barbata. 
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