
 
 

 

 

 
 

Giardino di Villa Scarani - via dell’Osservanza 41 

 
The villa standing on the hill is an aristocratic residence built at the end of the eighteenth century, which 

was built by the Marquis Nicolò Scarani, in a location among the more airy and healthy in Bologna, for the 

holidays of the family and the administration of the surrounding farmland. The Marquis lavished his wealth 

and his aesthetic taste to enjoy a priceless view: surrounded by six hectares of parkland, Villa Scarani 

stands out for its uniqueness, allowing you to embrace with a single look one of the most characteristic 

and striking views of Bologna. Inside, the frescoes that adorn most of the walls and ceilings of the building 

are attributed to the school of Antonio Basoli (1774-1843). 

The villa now hosts exclusive events and weddings and the estate produces extra virgin organic olive oil, 

realizing the ten-year dream of Michelangelo Ranuzzi de 'Bianchi, professional agricultural entrepreneur 

and owner of the organic farm "Ca' Scarani" . However, since the Middle Ages, olive growing was 

widespread and deeply rooted in Bologna: in 1487 Annibale II Bentivoglio was offered 1,500 pounds of oil, 

produced on the hills of Bologna, as a gift for his wedding. Afterwards, especially from the eighteenth 

century on, adverse climatic conditions and socio-economic changes greatly reduced the olive groves. 

Nevertheless, already in 1844 the Count Annibale Ranuzzi, forefather of Michelangelo Ranuzzi and 

agronomist of European fame, proposed the restoration of olive groves on the hills of Bologna by 

introducing extremely resistant plants from Corsica. Nowadays, thanks to a careful choice of the cultivars 

that are less sensitive to the cold (Nostrana di Brisighella, Ghiacciolo, Columbina), the olive tree has 

returned to Bologna. The oil "Robur prudentia firmat" features an extremely pleasant bitter and spicy 

aftertaste, mainly due to the high content of polyphenols; it has a low acidity and in 2012 obtained a 

quality mention in the competition "The Novello di Romagna" in Montegridolfo . 
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