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Through the large gate, which opens up on the wall laden with wisteria, you have access to the garden of 

the Zucchelli Foundation, a cosy and restful green space of flowers and chirping birds. 

Developed at the back of a beautiful two-storey building with Art Nouveau decorations and enclosed by 

high antique walls, the garden preserves several elements of the past. A beautiful fountain with basin and 

cherub lies in the centre, in prospective line with the very long loggia that runs through the body of 

several buildings and opens on Strada Maggiore. A plaque is placed here commemorating the painters and 

opera singers of the Zucchelli family as well as the emerita foundation, wanted by the last heir Santina in 

support of the young art and music talents of the Conservatory of Music and Academy of Fine Arts. At the 

entrance to the garden, which is dominated by a tall fir with an irregular growth habit, an age-old wisteria 

leans on the small terrace developed on a curious artificial mound covering the deep grotto of the ice-

house, with an access that is decorated with fragments made of different rocks. In the flowerbed nearby, 

which is surrounded by a low plaster wall and bordered by clay pots with annual blooms, grow old shrub 

roses of various colours, while in the flowerbed at the middle, surrounded by irises and perennials, many 

white roses brighten the space that is shaded by a large lime tree.  

Of note in the green setting are two horse-chestnut trees, two palm trees, a pear tree, a loquat tree and, 

given the relevant age, a privet and a boxwood with an unusual arboreal bearing. Among the fruit trees 

stands an age-old pomegranate. Mr. Giancarlo Cesari, son of the fruit and vegetables seller who was the 

Zucchelli family's tenant for many years, still recalls Mrs Santina, "a humble discreet woman and very 

noble in spirit", who in receiving the rent during the season when the fruits were ripe, reciprocated the 

tenants with a nice basket of pomegranates. The pomegranate has thus become the symbol of the 

Foundation both to commemorate the generosity of the Zucchelli family and to refer to the long and 

patient growth of talented young artists that were recipients of the annual scholarships following the wish 

of the last descendant. 


